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Authority Scripts
Written Online PBS Authorities system Streamline Increase 

quantities

Topicals 1800 888 333 or HPOS √

Ciclosporin 13168 Severe Psoriasis
6660 Severe AD

Acitretin 5789 Severe Psoriasis     
5727 Severe disorders of Keratinisation      

Dupilumab and Upadacitinib
EASI, DLQI,PGA(initial)

1800 888 333 or HPOS;
 see prescribing chart for item code

Apremilast - Psoriasis 14417 Titration pack or continuation 
supply  (Dermatologist, registrar or GP –

continuation only)

Deucravacitinib - Psoriasis 14384 Severe Psoriasis

Psoriasis biologic therapy
PASI 

Initial and continuation 
applications

PRODA mailbox as PDF attachment 

Hidradenitis biologic therapy
HiScr

Initial and continuation 
applications

PRODA mailbox as PDF attachment

Chronic Spontaneous Urticaria
UA7

Initial application only PRODA mailbox as PDF attachment
Continuation applications –1800 700 270 or 
HPOS; see prescribing chart for item code



https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/pbs-authorities?context=22866



PBS WRITTEN APPLICATION LODGMENT 
OPTIONS

ONLINE 
• Application form and authority 

prescription form(s) and any 
relevant attachments can be 
submitted through Health 
Professional Online Services (HPOS) 
using an individual’s Provider Digital 
Access (PRODA) account

POST
• Application form and authority prescription form(s) and any 

relevant attachments to:

Department of Human Services

Complex Drugs Programs

Reply Paid 9826

HOBART TAS 7001



PBS COMPLEX DRUG PROGRAM MAILED 
SUBMISSIONS

• Applications and prescriptions are mailed to 
Medicare offices in Hobart

• Queries faxed back to prescriber

• Rejection letters are mailed to prescriber

• Approved scripts mailed back to either patient 
or prescriber as specified on prescription

• 2-4 + weeks turnaround



PBS ELECTRONIC SUBMISSIONS

• Applications and prescriptions scanned and uploaded to the Services Australia HPOS system via an 
individual’s PRODA account 

• Original documents held in the clinic

• Approval number and item codes need to be added to the script when approved and returned to the 
PRODA inbox 

• Script can then be forwarded to the patient

• Response times can vary but usually 1-10 days.

• PBS is moving to an online authority system



PBS ELECTRONIC SUBMISSIONS

https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/organisations/business/services/provider-
digital-access-proda



PBS ELECTRONIC SUBMISSIONS



PRODA

• Individuals need to have their own account

• Prescribers can nominate delegates to act on 
their behalf

• Delegates can be clinic nurses or 
administration staff



NEED TO SELECT FORM TYPE AND ATTACH THE SCANNED 
DOCUMENTS (APPLICATION AND PRESCRIPTION) TO 
UPLOAD

Medicare response will return to the PRODA inbox on the unique reference number provided on 
successful lodgment



https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/psoriasis-severe-chronic-
plaque-psoriasis?context=23021#a2



Written Authority applications

Apply for initial authority approval to prescribe PBS subsidised biological agents to treat 

adult patients with severe chronic plaque psoriasis in writing and either:

• upload through Health Professional Online Services (HPOS)

• post to PBS Complex Drugs Programs.

All written applications must include the completed: 

1. authority prescription form or forms

2. severe chronic plaque psoriasis initial authority application form (PB112)

3. relevant attachments.

Home>Health and disability>Health professionals>Top services>Written Authority 
Required Drugs>Drug, program or condition>Psoriasis - severe chronic plaque psoriasis

https://atep.edu.au/general-content/psoriasis/clinical-resources/forms-pbs/

https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/organisations/health-professionals/services/medicare/written-authority-required-drugs/drug-program-or-condition/psoriasis-severe-chronic-plaque-psoriasis#a5
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/organisations/health-professionals/services/medicare/hpos
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/organisations/health-professionals/health-professionals-contact-information#complexdrugs
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/organisations/health-professionals/forms/pb112
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/services-australia
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/health-and-disability
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/health-professionals?context=60090
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/most-viewed-services-for-health-professionals?type%5Bvalue%5D%5Bpayment_service%5D=payment_service
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/written-authority-required-drugs
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/written-authority-required-drugs
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/drug-program-or-condition-for-written-authority-required-drugs?context=23021


PBS WRITTEN AUTHORITY APPLICATIONS

Under 18-year-olds



THE PBS SUBSIDISES BIOLOGICAL AGENTS FOR PATIENTS 
WITH SEVERE CHRONIC PLAQUE PSORIASIS.

Patient eligibility -The Schedule of Pharmaceutical Benefits on the PBS website outlines the restrictions for prescribing 
biological agents.

Section 100 arrangements -Section 100 arrangements (Infliximab)

• This item is only PBS subsidised for day admitted patients, non-admitted patients, or patients on discharge who are 

attending either:

• an approved private hospital

• a public participating hospital

• a public hospital.

• This item isn’t PBS subsidised for hospital in-patients. You must include the hospital name and provider number on 

the authority application form.

https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/organisations/health-professionals/services/medicare/written-authority-required-drugs/drug-program-or-condition/psoriasis-severe-chronic-plaque-psoriasis#a1
http://www.pbs.gov.au/pbs/home;jsessionid=1dlcoha0l4vz2eo3rw03twopu
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/organisations/health-professionals/services/medicare/written-authority-required-drugs/drug-program-or-condition/psoriasis-severe-chronic-plaque-psoriasis#a2


PBS WRITTEN AUTHORITY APPLICATIONS

Psoriasis Applications

• Initial application

• Continuation application

• Switch/Cease/Recommence application

https://atep.edu.au/general-content/psoriasis/clinical-resources/forms-pbs/



Criteria for initial PBS subsidised biologic therapy for severe chronic plaque psoriasis

• 18 years and over

• Lesions present for at least 6 months from the time of initial diagnosis

• Failed to achieve an adequate response, as indicated by PASI assessment, following a minimum of 6 
weeks of treatment to (at least) 2 systemic treatments

ADULT PBS REQUIREMENTS



PBS MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – SYSTEMIC 
THERAPIES

PB112 Initial application- PBS minimum requirements 

Treatment trial with at least 2 of 6 listed systemic therapies for at least 6 weeks

• Phototherapy 3 x weekly

• MTX 10 mg weekly

• Cyclosporin 2 mg/kg/day

• Acitretin 0.4 mg/kg/day

• Apremilast 30mg twice a day 

• Deucravacitinib 6mg daily



FORM PB112 INITIAL- WEIGHT BASED 
DOSING

Weight and Dose need to be declared on the 
application

• Weight and Dose need to be declared on the 
application

• Acitretin x 0.4mg/kg 

• Cyclosporin x 2mg/kg



PBS MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS –
SYSTEMIC THERAPIES

Treatment trials

• All treatment trials must be of a minimum of 6 weeks at the prescribed dosage unless an intolerance 
or contraindication can be declared

• Two treatments may be trialled concurrently 

E.G Acitretin and UVB

MTX and UVB

• Prior treatments that are deemed not recent enough by PBS may need be repeated to satisfy the 
criteria unless a contraindication or toxicity can be demonstrated

• Patients must have a current treatment at time of application



FORM PB112 INITIAL – TREATMENT 
DURATION

• Minimum of 6 weeks 

• PASI assessment for each treatment failure 
must be completed within one month of 
treatment cessation

• The most recent PASI assessment must not be 
older than 1 month at the time of application



The patient without chronic health issues or 
contraindications to treatment – need to demonstrate

• Two treatment trials with dates

• End of treatment PASI score demonstrating a failure of 
response for each treatment

• Date of assessment within 30 days

PBS – Treatment trials



• Toxicity and severity descriptors 

When demonstrating a patient’s intolerance to prior treatment, use the severe chronic plaque 
psoriasis toxicity and severity descriptors with the authority application.

www.atep.edu.au >Psoriasis Tab>Toxicity and severity descriptors

PBS – Treatment trials

https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/organisations/health-professionals/services/medicare/written-authority-required-drugs/drug-program-or-condition/psoriasis-severe-chronic-plaque-psoriasis#a3
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/organisations/health-professionals/topics/severe-chronic-plaque-psoriasis-toxicity-and-severity-descriptors/31926
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/organisations/health-professionals/topics/severe-chronic-plaque-psoriasis-toxicity-and-severity-descriptors/31926
http://www.atep.edu.au/


• Demonstrate contraindications according to Product 
Information / MIMS (absolute contraindications)

• Reason why the patient has NEVER tried a required 
treatment 

• Reason why a required treatment that may have been 
used in the past is currently contraindicated

• Contraindications are not listed on the PBS website

Contraindications to Treatment
Clearly document if a patient cannot trial a treatment

PBS – Treatment trials



WHOLE BODY PASI

• Scores > 15  indicate severe disease and a failure of 
therapy to the current treatment

• Full PASI scores must be documented

• Scoring review – Week 2 Psoriasis Overview and Scoring



FACE, HAND, FOOT (FHF) PASI

• Failure to therapy is demonstrated by at least 2 of the 3 
symptom subscores rated as severe (3) or very severe (4) 
psoriasis in any one body region

• Failure to therapy is demonstrated by degree of 
involvement >30% in any one area

• Scores can be calculated in one or more body regions

• Demonstration of Response (DOR) must be measured 
against at least one body region using the parameters 
submitted at baseline

• Area or subscores or both must be lodged with Medicare 
as the baseline score

• Scoring review – Week 2 Psoriasis Overview and Scoring



• Record full baseline PASI prominently in clinical notes

• The PASI must not be older than 4 weeks at the time of 
application

Baseline PASI scores



ATEP resource – scrollable prescribing 
chart 



BIOLOGICS PRESCRIBING CHART –PAGE 1
https://atep.edu.au/general-content/general/clinical-resources/biologics-prescribing-chart/



BIOLOGICS PRESCRIBING CHART –PAGE 2

https://atep.edu.au/general-content/general/clinical-resources/biologics-prescribing-chart/



TREATMENT CONSIDERATIONS

• When initiating a biologic, consider current treatments

Methotrexate, phototherapy, cyclosporin, acitretin, apremilast or deucravacitinib

– should the patient overlap or cease?

NB: no further prescriptions for cyclosporin, acitretin, apremilast or deucravacitinib can 
be dispensed concurrently with biologic therapy



FORM PB112

Concurrent treatments allowed

Permitted concurrent PBS-funded 
treatment:

• MTX

• Phototherapy



• Demonstration of response requirements 
for continuation applications or 
change/cease/recommence applications

• Attach completed PASI calculation sheets 
with the submission

CONTINUATION APPLICATIONS



PB 263 –
change of biologic medication form

Patients who are not able to complete a minimum of 12 weeks 

of an initial treatment course

will

be deemed to have failed treatment with that agent

unless

they have had a SAE requiring permanent cessation of the 

biologic medication prescribed (PB 263 -section 14)

CONTINUATION APPLICATIONS



CONTINUATION APPLICATIONS

• Need ongoing 6 monthly written authority for approvals
The continuation application and the authority script are submitted about 2-4 weeks prior to the 
due date of the first dose on a new prescription to ensure the continuity of supply

• If the application is too early, PBS may hold the script OR request a resubmission after outstanding repeats 
are used. 



CONTINUATION APPLICATIONS

• Patients can manage their own scripts with guidance and support

• Good communication - ensure patients understand treatment plans

• Appointment scheduling

• Patient Support Programs



DEMONSTRATION OF 
RESPONSE (DOR) –
WHOLE BODY (PB115)

• Patient must achieve and sustain 
PASI 75 improvement

• Example
• Baseline PASI = 25.6
• PASI 75 = 25.6 x 0.25 = 6.4

• Successful continuation 
applications must demonstrate 
PASI < 6.4



DEMONSTRATION OF RESPONSE (DOR) –
FACE, HAND, FOOT (PB114)

• Patient must achieve and sustain a reduction by 75% or 

more in the skin area affected

• E.g. Surface area involvement on baseline = 90%

• PASI 75 for continuation application area improvement 

score >22.5%

• Subscores must demonstrate improvement

• E.g. Subscores on baseline 3=severe or 4=very severe

• DOR for continuation application subscores 1=slight or 

0=none



PB 263 - SEVERE CHRONIC PLAQUE 
PSORIASIS 

Change or recommencement of PBS authority application form

• Demonstration of response to current agent and break from therapy

• Changing to an alternate PBS subsidised biological agent for this condition

• Recommencing PBS subsidised biologic agent treatment for this condition after a 

break of <5 years

• Recommencing PBS subsidised biologic agent treatment for this condition after a 

break of >5yrs and submitting a new baseline

https://atep.edu.au/general-content/psoriasis/clinical-resources/forms-pbs/



FORM PB263 - CHANGE OR RECOMMENCEMENT OF  BIOLOGIC 
THERAPY



** IMPORTANT TO REMEMBER

• If DOR is not filed (or not received by Medicare) 

PBS assumes treatment failure

• If the PASI calculation demonstrates less than 75% 

improvement = treatment failure (even in error)

• 3 biological treatment failures = FIVE years OFF

PBS- funded biological treatment



ATEP – Clinical Resourses



PATIENT TRACKER EXAMPLE FOR 12 WEEKLY DOSING 



PATIENT TRACKER EXAMPLE FOR 4 WEEKLY DOSING 



ATEP Resources



PSORIASIS AUSTRALIA



PATIENT SUPPORT AND RESOURCES AT 
HOME

Clinic booklet
PDF can be found on the Tremfya drug page.

Webpage https://www.getpsorted.com.au/

https://www.janssenpro.com.au/AuthHome/OnlineServices/
Patient-Support/Dermatology-TREMFYA-Patient-Resources



OTHER RESOURCES

National Psoriasis Foundation 
https://www.psoriasis.org/

Psoriasis association
https://www.psoriasis-association.org.uk/

Find even more information about psoriasis and psoriatic arthritis:

 • Global Psoriasis Atlas: globalpsoriasisatlas.org

 • Global Psoriasis Coalition: globalpsoriasiscoalition.org

 • PsoProtect: psoprotect.org

 • PsoProtectMe: psoprotectme.org

https://www.psoriasis.org/
https://www.psoriasis-association.org.uk/


ATOPIC DERMATITIS

https://www.allergy.org.au/patients/skin-allergy/eczema

https://www.eczema.org.au/

https://www.eczemasupport.org.au/about-us/

https://nationaleczema.org/



Xolair | Advanced Therapeutics Education Portal (atep.edu.au)

CHRONIC SPONTANEOUS URTICARIA

www.survivehives.com

https://atep.edu.au/novartis/xolair/


• PDF booklet available on 
ATEP to download or 
email

• ATEP ->Drugs ->Humira-
>HS

HIDRADENITIS SUPPURATIVA

Living-with-HS.pdf (atep.edu.au)
https://www.hs-online.com.au/

https://www.hs-foundation.org//

https://atep.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Living-with-HS.pdf
https://www.hs-online.com.au/
https://www.hs-foundation.org/


JANSSEN – JANSSEN IMMUNOLOGY 
PATIENT SUPPORT 

Janssen Immunology Support Team on 1800 666 845 

https://www.janssenpro.com.au/



JANSSEN – JANSSEN IMMUNOLOGY 
PATIENT SUPPORT  - TREMFYA

Booklets also available in 
Italian, Vietnamese, Simplified Chinese, 
Traditional Chinese, Arabic, Greek, and 
Spanish



JANSSEN – JANSSEN IMMUNOLOGY 
PATIENT SUPPORT  - STELARA

https://www.janssenpro.
com.au/



ABBVIE CARE FOR PATIENTS PRESCRIBED  
HUMIRA OR SKYRIZI



RESOURCES FROM ABBVIE

Humira | Advanced Therapeutics 
Education Portal (atep.edu.au)
Skyrizi | Advanced Therapeutics 
Education Portal (atep.edu.au)

https://www.abbviepro.com/au/en/immunology/dermatology.
html

https://atep.edu.au/abbvie/humira/
https://atep.edu.au/abbvie/humira/
https://atep.edu.au/abbvie/skyrizi/
https://atep.edu.au/abbvie/skyrizi/


Online patient enrolment
https://www.abbviecare.com.au/patientregister

https://www.abbviecare.com.au/patientregister


ALTOGETHER YOU – COSENTYX 
PATIENTS



COSENTYX PATIENT SUPPORT RESOURCES
https://cosentyxay.com/

https://cosentyxay.com/


TALTZ



TALTZ PATIENT SUPPORT PROGRAM

www.touchpoint-support.com.au

http://www.touchpoint-support.com.au/


ILUMYA



DUPILUMAB PATIENT SUPPORT 
PROGRAM



DUPILUMAB PATIENT SUPPORT 
PROGRAM



OTEZLA PATIENT SUPPORT 
PROGRAM



CIMZIA – EVERYDAY SUPPORT 
PROGRAM

www.everydaysupport.com.au
Nurse Program Manager
Injection training visits at home
Getting started kit

http://www.everydaysupport.com.au/


Bimzelx – Be Supported Program

bimzelx@besupported.com.au
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Introducing Dermatology to the BE SUPPORTED Program

HCP Brochure Patient Brochure Tear-off Pad

Date of preparation: September 2023. AU-BK-2300019



Advanced 
Therapeutic 

Education Portal

www.atep.edu.au
 

SHI Education 
Portal

www.skinhealthinstitute.org.au

http://www.atep.edu.au/
http://www.skinhealthinstitute.org.au/


https://australasiandermatologyregistry.org.au/
 Recruiting participants attending 

dermatology clinics for treatment of 
psoriasis, atopic dermatitis, 
hidradenitis suppurativa or vitiligo.

https://australasiandermatologyregistry.org.au/


Contact us

For further information or inquiries 
please email:

atep@skinhealthinstitute.org.au

Education@skinhealthinstitute.org.au

mailto:atep@skinhealthinstitute.org.au
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